Be Established July, 2006 Bible Study - Elder: Cynthia Johnson

Part 2
This month’s bible study continues as we look at the Lord’s charge to us to “be established.” This week we will consider what words are and examine the etymology of “be and established.”    
Our words have impact both on us and those around us. Stop for a moment and think about the language we hear every day. While pumping gas recently I heard a conversation between two men cussing and using some pretty vulgar words. The sad part was that there was a young boy who appeared to be about 10 or 11 years old with them. There was seemingly no regard or respect for his presence. I couldn’t help but wonder what kind of man the he would grow up to be as these words penetrated his spirit. 
Words are powerful…every species of animal on the planet has a system of communication. Language is what sets us apart as humans.  When we are in an atmosphere where the profane or negative is spoken it permeates and influences our environment, releasing an energy which needs to be combated. We can do this by speaking affirming words which will change the atmosphere around us. 
What exactly is a word? How would you define “word?” Several dictionary definitions are: (1) a speech sound that symbolizes or communicates a meaning…, (2) “a verbal signal. Words usually cause us to visualize (form pictures) what is being communicated. For instance, when you speak I listen and process what it is being said and vice versa. Courses in effective communication use terms such as giver and receiver to explain the communication process. 

God, the Master communicator (The Giver) has said “be established.” Now, we the “receivers” need to process what that means. Webster’s Dictionary defines “be” as:

1. To exist in actuality; have life or reality: I think, therefore I am. 
a. To occupy a specified position 

b. To remain in a certain state or situation undisturbed, untouched, or unmolested 

2. To take place; occur

3. Used as a copula in such senses as: 

a. To equal in identity: “To be a Christian was to be a Roman” (James Bryce).
“Established”:
Adj. 1. Brought about or set up or accepted; especially long and widely accepted;

       2. Settled securely and unconditionally;

       3. Conforming with accepted standards;

       4. Shown to be valid beyond a reasonable doubt;

       5. Introduced from another region and persisting without cultivation

From the Word Net Dictionary:
Syn. 2. - Firm, effected, accomplished, conventional, naturalized

Meditate on the related words for ‘established’ below, visualize and allow them to form in your spirit and transform your thinking.  

Related words (Word Net Dictionary):

acknowledged, actual, admitted, ascertained, assigned, assured, attested, authenticated, borne out, categorically true, certain, certified, chronic, circumstantiated, confirmed, conformable, consuetudinary, conventional, corroborated, current, customary, decided, deep-dyed, deep-engraven, deep-fixed, deep-grounded, deep-laid, deep-rooted, deep-seated, deep-set, deep-settled, demonstrated, deployed, determinate, determined, documentary, dyed-in-the-wool, effectual, embedded, embosomed, embossed, emplaced, engrafted, engraved, ensconced, entrenched, etched, everyday, factual, familiar, fast, firmly established, fixed, folk, generally accepted, graven, guaranteed, hallowed, handed down, heroic, historical, hoary, immemorial, implanted, impressed, imprinted, in the bag, incorrigible, inculcated, indelibly impressed, infixed, ingrained, ingrown, installed, instilled, inveterate, inwrought, irreversible, legendary, located, long-established, long-standing, made sure, mythological, nailed down, normal, not in error, objectively true, obtaining, of long standing, of the folk, old-line, on a rock, on bedrock, on ice, open-and-shut, oral, ordinary, placed, planted, popular, positioned, posted, prescribed, prescriptive, prevalent, proved, proven, real, received, recognized, regular, regulation, rooted, seated, secure, set, settled, settled in habit, shown, situate, situated, spotted, stabilized, standard, stated, stationed, stock, substantiated, sure-enough, tested, thorough, time-honored, traditional, tried, tried and true, true, true as gospel, true-blue, truthful, unconfuted, undenied, understood, undoubted, unerroneous, unfallacious, unfalse, unmistaken, unquestionable, unrefuted, unwritten, usual, validated, venerable, veracious, verified, veritable, vested, warranted, well-founded, well-grounded, well-set, well-settled, widespread, wonted, worshipful. 
WOW! In just two words, “be established” God is communicating all of the above to us! 

Scriptures for this week: 

Psalm 119:38 “Establish Your word to _______________ (insert your name)               Your servant”
2 Chronicles 17:4   …but ______________ (insert your name) sought…God…and walked in His commandments and not according to the acts of Israel. Therefore the Lord established the kingdom in ___________ (insert your name)…hand; and all Judah gave presents to ___________(insert your name) Jehoshaphat, and _________________(insert your name)...had riches and honor in                                     abundance. And _______________ (insert your name) heart took delight in the ways of the LORD; moreover ____________________ (insert your name) removed the high places and wooden images from Judah.”
